blood with idolaters. Where, by the way, we have
an accurate description of the times, I mean in those
early days of the race; it is evident it was just then
as it is now, the ladies were the devils of the age;
the beauties, the toasts, the fine faces, were the baits;
the hell lay concealed in the smiles of the charming
sex; they were the magicians, taking the word in its
present acceptation and its grossest sense : there lay
the witchcraft, and its force was so irresistible, that
it drew in even the sons of God, just, in a word, as
it does now, and of which I shall have occasion to
speak again at large as we go on. In the mean
time, I descend with the story to the next genera-
tion.

The antediluvians might have something of re-
ligion in them, however fatally mixed with crime;
but as for the new good-for-nothing race, we hardly
read of anything that ever was to be found among
them that may be called valuable, from Noah him-
self downward ; and even Noah himself, we all know,
fell into the debaucheries of wine, and if you will
believe tradition, continued in it a hundred years.
Now from him, and from his immediate race, nature
seemed prepared for the utmost degeneracy, for
they fell into all manner of crimes, nay, into the
worst crimes first; for they did not begin low, and
sin gradually, but immediately after the drunkenness
of Noah himself, his posterity degenerated into
idolatry, or rather returned to it; for some think,
and that not without probability enough, that Noah's
sons were idolaters before the flood, and were saved
in the ark, such was the will of God, merely for being
the posterity or progeny of a righteous father ; if so,
then they only returned to the idolatry which they
had been practised in before.

But be that as it will, it is certain that the poste-
rity of Noah fell immediately into idolatry, and that
all his wise dictates which he gave to his children,